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	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village):



Town Center




	Address:  49 Prospect Street


	Historic Name:
Willard C. & Addie M. Hardy House

	Uses:
Present: 
single residence

	Original: 
single residence

	Date of Construction:  ca. 1880

	Source:  
town

	Style/Form:   
Classical Revival

	Architect/Builder:  


	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
stone

	Wall/Trim:  
wood clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


none

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


none

	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:      0.25 acre

	Setting:   This house is sited on the south side of Prospect Street one house lot west of the intersection with Pond Street.  The area is largely residential.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION   

The Willard C. & Addie M. Hardy House is a two-story wood frame dwelling located on the south side of Prospect Street west of Pond Street.  The front-gable facade contains, on the first story, an entrance, under a hood mounted on scrolled brackets offset by a one-story bay window with beveled corners.  Three windows are unevenly spaced across the second story with one above the entrance and two grouped above the bay window; a single window is centered in the attic.  The roof creates deep eaves over the walls and is distinguished by a classical entablature on the front and sides.  The plan of the house has two principal rooms on the east side with an entry, stair hall and secondary room on the west side.  A one-story porch spans the westerly side with the rear section enclosed to enlarge the room located in the back of the plan.  A second entrance positioned at the rear of the porch.  A one-story kitchen ell is attached to the rear.  Original wood clapboard siding and decorative trim survives intact, as well as historic two-over-two wood window sash.

The house is sited along the western line of the narrow rectangular lot.  A small yard surrounds the house with a paved driveway along the eastern edge of the parcel.    

The Willard C. & Addie M. Hardy House is an example of a common late-19th-century house form found in villages throughout Massachusetts.  Built ca. 1880, the house is intact and a contributing component of the village district.     

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    

The house at 49 Prospect Street appears to have been built by Georgetown dry goods dealer Alfred P. Bateman with the intent to sell it. Bateman, who is shown with an eight-acre farm in the 1860 and 1880 agricultural census schedules, sold this lot and the one at 21 Prospect Street, which he had acquired from local shoe manufacturer George Jewett Tenney in 1877, after he had had houses built on them. The house appears on the 1884 map of the village.  In January 1899 he sold this house and its lot to Addie M. Poor Hardy, the wife of box manufacturer Willard C. Hardy, for $1600.

Born in Groveland in 1864, Willard Cabot Hardy was the son of Aaron W. and Lucinda Hardy; his mother, also a Hardy, was the daughter of John B. Hardy and Lucinda Harriman, while his father was the son of Sewall and Eliza D. Hardy. By 1880 Willard Hardy had moved with his parents and siblings to Georgetown, and he was then, at age sixteen, working as a shoemaker. The family lived on Jewett Street. By the early 1890s Willard Hardy had begun to manufacture wood shoe boxes, and in 1893 in Georgetown he married Addie M. Poor of Newbury, daughter of Ira and Susan Sanborn Poor.
 The couple’s only child, Harold Sherwood Hardy, was born in Newbury in 1895. Where Hardy’s box factory was located initially is not yet clear, but by the 1910s the factory was on Munroe Street and by the 1930s on Moulton Street. In 1901 Hardy’s younger brothers Ernest L., Herbert F., Warren T., and Walter P. all worked as boxmakers for him, but by 1905 all had begun different careers. By 1916 Hardy’s son Harold was working for him as well, but by 1920 he was a farm laborer and by 1930 had his own trucking business. 
The Hardy family lived at 49 Prospect Street for the rest of their lives. Willard C. Hardy died in 1950 and his widow Addie Poor Hardy died in 1957. The house passed to their son H. Sherwood Hardy, and in May 1976, after his death, his widow Gertrude Wells Berry Hardy sold the property to the trustees of First New Rowley Realty Trust, who sold it the following year to Richard A. and Helen J. Spofford; Richard A. Spofford is the current owner.
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49 Prospect Street: view from NE

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
    F       FORMCHECKBOX 
    G

                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson_________________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Willard C. & Addie M. Hardy House is an example of a common late-19th-century house form found in villages throughout Massachusetts.  Built ca. 1880, the house is intact and a contributing component of the village district.     

� Alfred P. Bateman to Addie M. Hardy, 19 January 1899, SED 1571:45.


� Benjamin F. Arrington, ed., Municipal History of Essex County in Massachusetts (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1922), 261, notes that Hard had been making wood shoe boxes “for the past thirty years.”


� Gertrude W. Hardy, executrix will of H. Sherwood Hardy, to William B. Shikrallah and Forrest M. Bridges Jr., 17 May 1976, SED 6240:736; William B. Shikrallah and Forrest M. Bridges Jr., trustees First New Rowley Realty Trust, to Richard A. and Helen J. Spofford, Methuen, 15 December 1977, SED 6427:524; Richard A. and Helen J. Spofford to Richard A. Spofford, 26 November 1985, SED 8061:505.
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