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	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village):



Town Center




	Address: 
24 Maple Street

	Historic Name:
Forrester A. & Amanda Hoyt House

	Uses:
Present: 
single residence

	Original: 
single residence

	Date of Construction:  ca. 1880

	Source:  deeds, historic maps

	Style/Form:   
Classical Revival

	Architect/Builder:  
unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
brick

	Wall/Trim:  
wood clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


Garage

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


Dormer addition on northerly side


Addition on southerly side of rear ell


Windows replaced 


	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:    0.51 acre

	Setting:   This house is sited at the northwest corner of the intersection of Maple and Winter Streets on a lot with mature trees that borders Penn Brook on the east. The area is largely residential.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION   

The Forrester A. & Amanda Hoyt House is a story-and-a-half wood frame dwelling located on the easterly side of Maple Street north of Winter Street.  The first story of the front-gable facade contains an entrance, under a hood mounted on scrolled brackets (the original door appears to have been replaced), paired with a one-story bay window with beveled corners and a pronounced cornice.  Two windows are centered in the upper story within the raking gable eaves distinguished by Classical entablatures that have short returns on the front and carry across the side walls.  There are two windows on the northerly side spaced behind a section of blank wall where interior stairs are located.  A large shed dormer projecting over the northerly side wall likely was added to create space for a second-story bathroom.  Three windows are evenly spaced across the southerly side wall.  A long one-story ell with a gable roof is attached to the rear wall of the house and probably connected to a barn depicted on the 1887 birdseye view of the village.  This barn no longer exists and, more lately, a large entry wing has been added to the southerly side of the ell.  Original wood clapboard siding survives intact.
The house is elevated on a high brick basement and the surrounding yard has been graded up to it.  It is sited close to the northerly lot line with a small front yard and an expansive yard on the south side where a second lot has been incorporated into the property. The rear of the parcel is wooded and backs up on the Penn Brook.  An unpaved driveway leads from the street along the southerly side of the house to a one-story, detached garage in the rear.  The wood frame building has a front gable roof and two vehicle bays with overhead doors.   

The Forrester A. & Amanda Hoyt House is a representative example of the story-and-a-half front gable dwelling that was ubiquitous in factory towns in eastern Massachusetts during the last half of the 19th-century.  Built ca. 1880, the house is relatively intact and a contributing component of the village district.     

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    
According to historian Jane Field, the streets around what is now Lincoln Park were “opened to home construction” in 1868. The 1830 and 1856 maps of the village show the area completely undeveloped, but by 1872 the “Park” appears on the town map enclosed by Pleasant, Lincoln, Maple, and Park Streets; only Pleasant among these four streets is shown with its name. At that time no houses had been built on either Maple or Lincoln, and the only dwellings bordering Lincoln Park were those of shoe manufacturer Milton G. Tenney (at Park and Pleasant), merchant tailor Stephen Osgood (behind the Baptist Church on Pleasant Street), and shoe industry workers William Augustus Harnden, and George A. Kimball, also on Pleasant Street. The area around Lincoln Park appears to have developed as a series of individual transactions; though shoe manufacturer George Jewett Tenney owned several parcels later developed as house lots, including this one, no single developer platted the area’s residential growth.

Who built 24 Maple Street is unclear, but in October 1881 Edward P. and Martha J. Wildes, who lived at the junction of Lincoln and Pleasant Streets on the southeastern edge of Lincoln Park, sold the lot and its buildings for $800 to Georgetown grocer John Andrew Hoyt, who lived in South Georgetown (by the 1880s on Baldpate Road) and appears to have acquired the house for his son Forrester A. Hoyt. About two years earlier Hoyt had acquired 19 Maple Street for his sons Martin L. and Charles N. Hoyt, who had married in November 1879 and June 1880 respectively.
 

Born in Otisfield, Maine, about 1823, John A. Hoyt married Mary Nelson of Acworth, New Hampshire, in 1846; her mother Hannah Nelson March was a native of Georgetown, the daughter of Aaron Nelson Sr. (1740-1804). John and Mary N. Hoyt’s children—Martin L., Forrester A., and Charles N.—were born in Naples, Maine, between 1848 and 1853. By 1870 the family had moved to Georgetown. Forrester then worked as a grocery clerk, no doubt for his father. 

In 1880 the census indicates that Forrester and Charles Hoyt were still in their parents’ household, while Martin Hoyt was living at 19 Maple Street with his wife, Mary F. Johnson of Newburyport. Forrester was a farmer and teamster, while his brothers both were ice dealers. In August 1881 Forrester Hoyt married Amanda A. Johnson of Rowley, and it seems likely that his father bought the house for the new couple, as he had 19 Maple for his earlier-married sons. 
  In 1883 John Hoyt acquired an adjoining parcel from George J. Tenney to expand Forrester’s lot.
 The 1884 town map attaches the name “F. Hoyt” to the house on this site. The 1885-86 directory shows the brothers all as residents of Maple Street. Martin and Charles were still ice dealers, while Forrester is shown there as a wood dealer.

In 1893 Forrester and Martin Hoyt deeded ten parcels, including 24 Maple Street, to their brother Charles,
 and by 1900 Forrester was living on the family farm on Baldpate Road with his wife, Amanda, their son, Forrester M., born in 1884, and a nephew, Robert March. By 1900 Charles Hoyt and his family had moved into 24 Maple Street. Charles was clerking for the Georgetown grocer Henry Prescott Poor, and he and his wife, Addie F. Johnson of Newburyport, whom he married in 1880, had two children—John Andrew, born in 1882, and Alice M., born in 1898. A domestic servant also lived and worked in the household. By 1910 John Andrew Hoyt was a shoe factory foreman, and Addie Johnson Hoyt’s father, Benjamin, then eighty-nine years old and a widower, lived with the family.
Charles N. Hoyt died in 1912 at Hale Hospital in Haverhill, and the 1914 and 1916 directories show his widow Addie, son John, and daughter Alice occupying the Maple street property. In 1929 Alice married Joseph F. Chaisson, the son of immigrants from Prince Edward Island who had been born in Exeter, New Hampshire in 1905. In 1910 Chaisson was living with his parents and siblings in Yarmouth, Maine, where his father was a pulp mill teamster. By the time of his marriage, Chaisson was living in Lynn and working as a baker for the large grocery concern J. B. Blood. It was Alice Hoyt’s second marriage, for she had divorced by 1929; who her first husband was is not known. 
By 1930 Joseph and Alice Hoyt Chaisson lived at 24 Maple with her brother John, who is shown as owner of the house and a baker; his sister had deeded her interest in the property to him in September 1927, at which time she was living in Haverhill.
 In 1940 John A. Hoyt lived in the house with his sister and brother-in-law and their two children, Francis, born about 1834, and Nelson; Alice and John’s mother Addie then lived in the 38 East Main Street home of her brother-in-law, the widowed physician Edward Hoyt. 
John Andrew Hoyt died in March 1955, and the property passed to his sister Alice Chaisson. By then Joseph Chaisson was working as a yard maintenance man for Haverhill Gas Light Company. He and Alice Hoyt Chaisson remained at 24 Maple until their deaths, in April 1975 and May 1974 respectively. Their son Nelson and his wife Anne then owned and occupied the property, which they deeded to their son Richard in 2006; three years later Richard Chaisson and his wife Paula sold 24 Maple to current owner Mark A. Chairadonna.
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View from SW (top) and NE (bottom)
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
    F       FORMCHECKBOX 
    G

                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson_________________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Forrester A. & Amanda Hoyt House is a representative example of the story-and-a-half front gable dwelling that was ubiquitous in factory towns in eastern Massachusetts during the last half of the 19th-century.  Built ca. 1880, the house is relatively intact and a contributing component of the village district.     

� Edward P. and Martha J. Wildes to John A. Hoyt, 28 October 1881 , SED 1072:56. The Wildeses had acquired the property from Charles E. Dorman six months earlier; the building or buildings were standing on the lot at that time as well. See Charles E. Dorman to Martha J. Wildes, 22 April 1881, SED 1056:132. The deed for 19 Maple Street is Georgetown Savings Bank to John A. Hoyt, 7 November 1879, SED 1028:181.


� The Hoyt brothers all married women whose surname was Johnson, but they were not sisters. Martin’s wife Mary F. was the daughter of Sewell T. and Elizabeth M. Johnson of Newburyport; Charles’s wife Addie F. was the daughter of Benjamin A. and Henrietta Davis Johnson, also of Newburyport; and Forrester’s wife Amanda A. was the daughter of Joseph and Rebecca Kneeland Johnson of Rowley.


� George J. Tenney to John A. Hoyt, 28 May 1883, SED 1110:240.


� Martin L. Hoyt and Forrester A. Hoyt to Charles N. Hoyt, 22 August 1893, SED 1468:304.


� Alice M. Hoyt, Haverhill, to John A. Hoyt, 26 September 1927, SED 2807:334


� Nelson Chaisson to Richard J. and Paula P. Chaisson, Haverhill, 15 December 2006, SED 26388:262; Richard J. and Paula P. Chaisson to Mark A. Chiaradonna, 24 Maple Street, 30 April 2009, SED 28540:332. See also “Plan of Land in Georgetown, Massachusetts, Prepared for Alice Chaisson,” 5 December 2006, SEP 403:68, where 24 Maple is shown as Lot 90.
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