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	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village):



Town Center




	Address: 
21 Prospect Street

	Historic Name:
Thomas F. & Abbie I. Hill House

	Uses:
Present: 
single residence

	Original: 
single residence

	Date of Construction:  ca. 1880

	Source:  
deeds

	Style/Form:   
Italianate

	Architect/Builder:  
unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
brick

	Wall/Trim:  
wood clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


barn (attached)

Garage 

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


Barn altered into dwelling unit, mid-20th C

Window sash replaced



	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:    0.25 acre

	Setting:   This house is sited on the south side of Prospect Street south of the power line corridor. The area is largely residential.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION   

The Thomas F. & Abbie I. Hill House is a story-and-a-half wood frame dwelling located on the southerly side of Prospect Street east of West Main Street.  The front-gable facade contains an entrance, under a hood mounted on scrolled brackets, on the first story, offset by a one-story bay window with beveled corners and a bracketed cornice.  Two windows are centered in the upper story within the raking gable eaves distinguished by bracketed cornices that have short returns on the front and carry across the side walls.  There is one window on the easterly side spaced behind a section of blank wall where interior stairs are located.  A one-story porch spans the westerly side with the rear section enclosed to extend the kitchen located in the back of the house plan.  A second entrance positioned at the rear of the porch.  Original wood clapboard siding and decorative trim survives intact, although the window sash have been replaced.

The rear of the porch is integrated into a one-story back house that connects with a barn (harness shop) oriented with its gable roof perpendicular to that of the house.  The story-and-a-half wood frame building, which likely functioned in part as a harness shop, has been altered into domestic space.  A large wall dormer was erected on the front and a smaller one in the rear to create a more commodious second story.  An ell also extends from the rear of the barn. A one-story wood frame two-car garage with a front gable roof was constructed west of the house more recently, perhaps to compensate for the vehicle space lost in the barn when it was converted into a dwelling. 
The house is sited along the eastern line of the triangular lot.  A small yard with mature trees has developed on the western side of the parcel, but much of that is now occupied by the garage and unpaved driveway.  
The Thomas F. & Abbie I. Hill House is a representative example of the story-and-a-half front gable dwelling that was ubiquitous in factory towns in eastern Massachusetts during the last half of the 19th-century.  Built ca. 1880, the house is relatively intact and a contributing component of the village district.     

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    
In September 1877, Georgetown shoe manufacturer George Jewett Tenney sold a lot of land on south side of Prospect Street, just south of the Newburyport Railroad line, to farmer and dry goods dealer Alfred P. Bateman for $200.
 Bateman, son of Salem native John B. Bateman and Georgetown native Betsey Merrill, had a small farm on West Main Street, where he lived most of his adult life, and he clearly bought the Prospect Street lot to develop and sell.  In January 1882 he sold the lot with this house and perhaps other buildings on it to Abbie I. Torry Hill for $1600.
 The Hill family owned and occupied the house into the early 1940s.
Born in Deer Island, Maine, in 1848, Abbie Hill was the wife of harnessmaker Thomas Falconer Hill, who was born in Great Village, Nova Scotia, and came to the United States in 1872, when he was about twenty-five years old. The couple was married and living in Georgetown by 1875, when their oldest son, Charles Francis, was born. Son Thomas Allen Hill was born in 1878 in Georgetown, followed by Harry E. in 1882 and Irving D. in 1885. In 1880 the family’s household included the two eldest sons, two harness makers probably working with Hill, and a nineteen-year-old apprentice harnessmaker. (The barn attached to the house likely contained Hill’s harness shop.)  The 1885 directory shows the Hills living in this Prospect Street house, and by 1900 Thomas Allen Hill (often shown as T. Allen) was working with his father, while Charles F. was a street railway conductor.

Thomas F. Hill was the postmaster of Georgetown as well as a harnessmaker when he died in September 1907. The 1910 census shows his widow Abbie in the household with her sons T. Allen, who had taken over his father’s role as postmaster; Harry, a railroad civil engineer; and Irving, a teller at Haverhill’s First National Bank. In 1913 T. Allen Hill married Amy G. Norton, then working as a sales clerk in her native Haverhill, and by 1920 the couple shared 21 Prospect Street with Abbie I. Hill. Abbie Hill transferred title to the property to her son T. Allen in 1924, and she must have died between 1925 and 1930, for the 1930 census shows only T. Allen and Amy Hill at 21 Prospect.

Thomas Allen Hill died in 1936 and his wife Amy died six years later.  In 1943 her heirs, from siblings Clare, Charles, and George Norton, sold 21 Prospect Street to John and Hazel T. DiBiaso. Born in 1912, DiBiaso was a carpenter and the son of Italian immigrant grocer Joseph DiBiaso and his Italian-born wife Susie, who were living in Groveland in 1930. The DiBiasos owned the property until 1985, when they sold to current owner William C. Schiek Jr. of Bradford.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
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                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson_________________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Thomas F. & Abbie I. Hill House is a representative example of the story-and-a-half front gable dwelling that was ubiquitous in factory towns in eastern Massachusetts during the last half of the 19th-century.  Built ca. 1880, the house is relatively intact and a contributing component of the village district.     

� George J. Tenney to Alfred P. Bateman, 1 September 1877, SED 987:146.


� Alfred P. Bateman to Abbie I. Hill, 3 January 1882, SED 1074:229.


� Abbie I. Hill to T. Allen Hill, 8 April 1924, SED 2595:300.


� Harry E. Hill, Georgetown; Irving D. Hill, Haverhill; Charles F. Hill Jr., Malden; and Marjorie Hill, Malden, to Amy G. Hill, 26 March 1936, SED 3070:265; Clare W. Norton, Andover; Charles C. Norton, Methuen; George H. Norton, Edgewood RI, to John and Hazel T. DiBiaso, 10 September 1943, SED 3354:142; John DiBiaso to William C. Schiek Jr., Bradford, 14 August 1985, SED 7875:57.





Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.

