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	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village):



Town Center




	Address: 
19 School Street

	Historic Name:
Joseph M. & Sarah D. Clark House

	Uses:
Present: 
single residence

	Original: 
single residence

	Date of Construction:  ca. 1853

	Source:  deeds

	Style/Form:   
Greek Revival

	Architect/Builder:
Samuel E. Clark, probable builder

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
brick

	Wall/Trim:  
vinyl clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


none

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


Shed extension & dormer added to rear, ca. 2010

Wing added southerly end, ca. 2010


Wood clapboard & trim added, ca. 2010


Window sash replaced, ca. 2010



	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:    0.40 acre

	Setting:   This house is sited on the west side of School Street on a lot that extends southwest to the power line corridor. The area is largely residential.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION   

The Joseph M. & Sarah D. Clark House is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling is located on the northwesterly side of School at the intersection of Clark Street.  It is one of a number of similar houses built around the same time on adjacent Middle Street; this was the earliest house to be built on School Street.  The house was designed with a two-room plan divided by a central entry and a one-story cross-gable ell attached to the northwest corner of the rear; the terrain slopes northward exposing the basement at grade on that end.  The five bay front façade contains a central entrance flanked by sidelights set within a shallow vestibule framed by a trabeated architrave.  This is a characteristic feature of many Georgetown built in this and earlier periods.  There are two windows on either side of the entrance, and there were two windows on each story of the end walls before recent renovations occurred.  The renovations included an addition spanning the rear under an extension of the rear roof creating a saltbox appearance with a large shed dormer in the upper story.  This addition incorporated the original ell on the northwest corner, with the orderly fenestration on the northerly end realigned.  A short story-and-a-half wing also was added to the southerly end.  With these additions and the replacement of wood clapboard siding and windows, the entrance vestibule is about the only original feature remaining intact.

The house is sited close to the street at the northerly end of its sizeable lot.  It is surrounded by a small yard with driveways on both ends.  The majority of the property now is wooded; the southwesterly boundary abuts the railroad right-of-way. 
The Joseph M. & Sarah D. Clark House, built ca. 1853, is an altered example of an early shoe factory worker dwelling in Georgetown.  Its story-and-a-half scale and massing are characteristic features.  Greek Revival-style ornament is focused on the entrance, notably an exterior entrance vestibule characteristic the locality, although that is the only historic feature left following an extensive recent renovation.  However, the house retains sufficient integrity of form, design and location, as well as historic associations, to be considered contributing component of the village historic district.
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    

In early December 1852, the heirs of the late David Tenney of Georgetown sold a roughly quarter-acre lot on School Street to the shoe cutter Joseph Morton Clark in a deed that stipulated that they would “within six months lay open a street three rods wide from the Haverhill road past said land sold to said Clark to land of Nathaniel Nelson.”
 This presumably was School Street, which is shown on the 1856 village map with only Clark’s house at the southwesterly end and the schoolhouse for District No.4 closer to West Main Street. Thus, this house at 19 School Street appears to have been the first built on the street.

This house may have been built for Clark by his older brother Samuel Eustis Clark, a house carpenter. The sons of Aaron L. and Mary Adams Clark, Samuel E. (born 1823) and Joseph M. (born 1824) were boarding together in the Georgetown home of tanner and currier John B. Bateman in 1850. In the same year Joseph M. Clark married Ruby F. Dresser, a native of Albany, Maine, in Bradford, but she died the next year of consumption, at the age of twenty-six. In November 1852 Joseph Clark married his late wife’s sister Sarah, and he bought this School Street lot soon afterward. By 1870 his brother Samuel E. Clark was living at 12 School Street in a house he had probably built himself. The brothers are both shown with real property in the 1870 census, Samuel with $2000 and Joseph with $1500, and are enumerated next to each other.

The 1860 census shows Joseph M. Clark with $1000 in real property in a household with his wife, his mother, Mary, his brother, Samuel, a carpenter, and an eleven-year-old girl named Emma Fullerton. In 1865 the Joseph and Sarah Clark had a son, Clarence M., and in 1870 the household included Clark’s brother Orrin W., also a house carpenter.  Orrin W. Clark died in Newburyport in 1879.
Joseph M. Clark remained at 19 School Street until he died in February 1904. In June of the same year the administrator of his estate deeded the land “together with the house and out buildings thereon, meaning to convey the premises formerly occupied by Joseph M. Clark as a residence” to his widow for $800.
 She remained there until about 1905, and by 1910 she had rented it to the widower Walter S. Page of Lynn. He lived at 19 School Street through at least 1920 with his stepdaughter, Grace Vickery.

By 1930 Sarah Dresser Clark had died, and she left 19 School Street to Alice I. Yeaton, the unmarried daughter of Georgetown farmer and butcher Joseph Yeaton, who lived on the family farm on North Street. In December 1930 she sold 19 School Street to Esther C. Brown, and the 1932 directory lists 19 School Street as vacant. Esther Brown, the wife of F. Thurlow Brown, owned the property until 1949, when she sold it to John A. and Margaret B. Knox. Born in Boston in 1911, Knox was the son of Charles W. and Barbara Ryan Knox, and by 1940 he was living in his father’s Georgetown home and working as a shoe cutter. In 1946 in Georgetown he married Margaret Clark Berry of North Whitefield, Maine, then working as a clerk in Georgetown. Margaret B. Knox died in February 1977, and two years later John Knox deeded the 19 School Street property to himself and his daughter Barbara. They transferred title to the property to Sarah Ann Gordon of Plymouth in 1994 and reserved life tenancy for themselves, but in 2009 Barbara Knox released that proviso, and on the same day Sarah Ann Goldman (formerly Gordon) sold 19 School Street to current owner Lee R. Prentiss.
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19 School Street: view from SE (Clark Street)
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Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
    F       FORMCHECKBOX 
    G

                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson_________________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Joseph M. & Sarah D. Clark House, built ca. 1853, is an altered example of an early shoe factory worker dwelling in Georgetown.  Its story-and-a-half scale and massing are characteristic features.  Greek Revival-style ornament is focused on the entrance, notably an exterior entrance vestibule characteristic the locality, although that is the only historic feature left following an extensive recent renovation.  However, the house retains sufficient integrity of form, design and location, as well as historic associations, to be considered contributing component of the village historic district.
� Orlando B. Tenney, Charles J. and Eveline M. Bailey, David J. Tenney, all Georgetown, and Putnam F. Tenney, Orono ME, to Joseph M Clark, 29 December 1852, SED 476:182. Three years later the same grantors sold Clark an adjacent lot of 22 square rods for $40; see M. Tenney, and Caroline M. Tenney, all Georgetown, and Putnam F. Tenney and Augusta A. Tenney, Orono ME, to Joseph M. Clark, 3 May 1855, SED 520:120.


� Henry W. Clark, administrator estate Joseph M. Clark, to Sarah Clark, 3 June 1904, SED 1745:186.


� Alice I. Yeaton to Esther C. Brown, 11 December 1930, SED 2869:153; F. Thurlow and Esther C. Brown to John A. and Margaret B. Knox, 7 April 1949, SED 3663:449; John A. and Barbara Knox to Sarah Ann Gordon, Plymouth, 18 March 1994, SED 12491:357; Barbara Knox, Windham ME, to Sarah Ann Goldman, 2 June 2009, SED 28648:538; Sarah A. Goldman, fka Sara Ann Gordon, FL, to Lee R. Prentiss, 19 School Street, 2 June 2009, SED 28648:540.
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