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	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village):



Town Center




	Address: 
18 Andover Street

	Historic Name:  
Joseph & Sarah Kimball House

	Uses:
Present: 
single residence

	Original: 
single residence

	Date of Construction:  
ca. 1835

	Source:  historic maps, deeds, visual assessment

	Style/Form:   
Federal

	Architect/Builder:  
unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
stone

	Wall/Trim:  
wood clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


Barn (attached)

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


Additions on rear


	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:  0.66 acre

	Setting:   This house is on the south side of Andover Street and abuts the former Boston and Maine Railroad corridor. The area is a mix of residential and institutional uses.



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION   

The Joseph & Sarah Kimball House, built around 1835, is a two-story wood frame dwelling located on the south side of Andover Street west of Central Street; the property adjoins the railroad right-of-way on its west side.  With narrow gable ends, the house has a single-pile plan having two rooms divided by a central passage and fireplaces at the ends.  The wide front façade has a central entrance with a porch that appears to have been added later in the 19th century, probably the same time the existing two-over-two wood sash were added.  Gable ends contain two windows on each story; there are two attic windows on the east side as well.  A one-story shed was added to the east end, possibly for a bathroom.   A two-story ell is attached to the east side of the rear wall.  A one-story shed on the west side of the ell attaches to a small barn offset in the rear forming a small yard on the west side of the house.  The barn has been converted to domestic and commercial use.
A number of one-story additions are appended to the rear of the ell and barn.  Some likely were built when the house was the location of an antiques business in the 1950s; however, some portions may date earlier with associations to the carpentry and carriage businesses of previous owners. An interior inspection would be needed to assess the sequencing of these additions.
The house is sited in the center of its lot and is surrounded by a lawn bordered by mature trees.  Paved driveways enter the property on both sides of the house.  
The Joseph & Sarah Kimball House is an intact example of Federal-period domestic architecture in Georgetown. Built ca. 1835 it retains the distinctive form and proportions of large houses of the era, which have been preserved, at least outwardly, although numerous non-historic additions have been made in the rear.  The building is a contributing component of the village district.     
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    

The house at 18 Andover Street is said by the town to have been built in 1830, and architecturally that seems to be accurate, but who constructed the dwelling and exactly when is not clear. The house is not depicted on the 1830 map of the village.  The 1856 map of Georgetown attaches the name “J. Kimball” to the house, that being the carpenter Joseph Kimball. Born in Ipswich in 1794 and the son of Ebenezer and Sarah Baker Kimball, this Joseph Kimball was one of two men bearing that name in the town: the other, born in 1798, was the son of Samuel and Susannah Kimball, worked with his brother John as a housewright, and lived next to him on Elm Street. The Joseph Kimball of Andover Street had lived and worked in Boston in 1850, and by 1860 the census showed him living with his wife, Sarah Dunbar Kimball, alone in the house. In 1862 his wife died, and by 1870 Joseph Kimball, then seventy-six years old, shared the house with his son Stephen B., a manufacturer of children’s carriages; his daughter-in-law Charlotte M. Buckminster Kimball, wife of his son Joseph Ward Kimball; and Charlotte’s son Stephen W. Kimball, fourteen years old.
In March 1874 Joseph Kimball died, and the 1880 census shows Charlotte M. Kimball as the only occupant. In 1891 she sold the property to Ignatius Sargent Dodge for $1800; the lot was then one acre and eleven rods.
  Born in Rowley about 1836, Dodge was the son of farmer Phineas Dodge and his wife Sophia. He was a “cordwainer” when he entered Company E of the Fiftieth Massachusetts Infantry Regiment in October 1862, and he served ten months. By 1865 he had married Naomi Chaplin, born in Rome, Ohio, and had one daughter Rosa Belle; by 1876 another daughter, Jessie Kimball Dodge, was born. Dodge ran a farm and a sawmill in Rowley, and by 1900 he had moved into this house with his wife and daughter Jessie and worked as a shoe shop foreman. He retired in 1901. Naomi Chaplin Dodge died in 1901, and her widower shared the house with her daughter Jessie until he died in June 1909.  By 1910, Jessie Kimball Dodge had been committed to Danvers State Hospital, where she lived and worked sewing and mending clothes through at least 1920; by 1930 she was boarding in the home of Georgetown shoe manufacturer Horace E. Harriman. 

Though no deed confirms it, the 18 Andover Street house seems to have fallen to the Dodge’s elder daughter Rosa Belle, or Belle, who had married the express clerk Charles A. Rogers and was living in Cambridge in 1900. In the first decade of the twentieth century she lived and worked as a teacher in Wenham and Essex, and by 1909 the Georgetown directory shows her as a resident of Andover Street. Directories show her as boarding in Essex in 1910 and 1914 and in Ipswich, where she taught high school, in 1924, so she may have occupied the 18 Andover Street house only in summer. By 1930 she is shown in the Andover Street house, and by 1940 her sister Jessie had returned to live with her there; Jessie Kimball Dodge died in 1949. 
Belle Dodge Rogers died in January 1953, and in September that year her executor sold 18 Andover Street to Jeanette R. Wagner of Dayton, Ohio, whose husband Harold owned and operated H. A. Wagner Antiques in the house in 1957; the Wagners also lived there. Jeanette Wagner sold the property in 1957 to William A. and Joan T. Junker of Hingham, who sold it to current owner Robert E. Townsend Jr., then living in Malden with his wife Diane, in October 1976.
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18 Andover Street: view from northwest (top) and west (bottom)
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
    F       FORMCHECKBOX 
    G

                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Joseph & Sarah Kimball House is an intact example of Federal-period domestic architecture in Georgetown. Built ca. 1835 it retains the distinctive form and proportions of large houses of the era, which have been preserved, at least outwardly, although numerous non-historic additions have been made in the rear.  The building is a contributing component of the village district.     
� Charlotte M. Kimball to Ignatius S. Dodge, 15 October 1891, SED 1330:401


� Faith C. Herrick, executor will of Belle Dodge Rogers, to Jeanette R. Wagner, Dayton OH, 2 September 1953, SED 4061:486; Jeanette R. Wagner to William A. and Joan T. Junker, Hingham, 25 July 1957, SED 4389:271; William A. and Joan T. Junker to Robert E. Townsend Jr. and Diane R. Townsend, Malden, 4 October 1976, SED 6285:583.
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