FORM B ( BUILDING 

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Photograph

	[image: image1.jpg]§§\
m—





View from north


Locus Map (north at top)
	[image: image2.jpg]





	Recorded by:   Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson


	Organization:  Town of Georgetown


	Date:  October 2012



Assessor’s Number       USGS Quad      Area(s)     Form Number
	11A-111
	
	Georgetown
	
	C
	
	GEO.151


	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village):



Town Center




	Address: 
15 Maple Street

	Historic Name:
Benjamin F. & Irene H. Pickett House

	Uses:
Present: 
single residence

	Original: 
single residence

	Date of Construction:  ca. 1870

	Source:  
historic maps

	Style/Form:   
Italianate

	Architect/Builder:  
unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
stone

	Wall/Trim:  
wood clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


Garage

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


Rear addition


	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:    0.30 acre

	Setting:   This house is sited at the southwestern corner of Lincoln Park on a lot with mature trees. The area is largely residential.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION   

The Benjamin F. & Irene H. Pickett House is a two-story wood frame dwelling located on the westerly side of Maple Street opposite Lincoln Street.  The hipped-roof house has a four-room plan with a center passage and a kitchen in a rear ell.  Built ca. 1870, it is remarkably intact with its original wood clapboard siding, two-over-two wood window sash and architectural details.  

The three-bay front façade contains a center entrance on the first story, sheltered by a substantial Classical pillared  and surmounted by an odd arched pediment in the roof.  Windows have bold cornices in the Italianate taste.  A plain cornice with a tall molded frieze encircles the building at the roof line.  Side walls have two window bays on each story, one for each room in the plan.  A one-story rear ell has been extended and more than doubled in size by a recent addition.     A secondary entrance and porch are located on the southerly side of the ell..

The house is surrounded on all sides by lawn.  A driveway enters the southeasterly corner of the property and follows the southerly lot line to a recently-built wood frame garage with a front gable roof and one vehicle bay with an overhead door.

The Benjamin F. & Irene H. Pickett House is an intact example of late-19th-century domestic architecture in the Italianate style center.  Built ca. 1870, it is retains its historic integrity to a level unusual in the village.  The building is a contributing component of the village district.     

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    
According to historian Jane Field, the streets around what is now Lincoln Park were “opened to home construction” in 1868. The 1830 and 1856 maps of the village show the area completely undeveloped, but by 1872 the “Park” appears on the town map enclosed by Pleasant, Lincoln, Maple, and Park Streets; only Pleasant among these four streets is shown with its name. At that time no houses had been built on either Maple or Lincoln, and the only dwellings bordering Lincoln Park were those of  shoe manufacturer Milton G. Tenney (at Park and Pleasant), merchant tailor Stephen Osgood (behind the Baptist Church on Pleasant Street), and shoe industry workers William Augustus Harnden, and George A. Kimball, also on Pleasant Street. The area around Lincoln Park appears to have developed as a series of individual transactions; though shoe manufacturer George Jewett Tenney owned several parcels later developed as house lots, no single developer platted the area’s residential growth.

The 1884 map of Georgetown attaches the name “D[B]. F. Pickett” to the property at 15 Maple, which is also shown much as it appears today on the 1887 bird’s-eye view of the village. Born in Rowley in 1812, Benjamin Scudder Pickett Jr. was for some reason usually identified as Benjamin F. Pickett in censuses and directories. His father, Benjamin S. Pickett Sr., had acquired almost twenty-eight acres of land in Georgetown in two transactions in 1826 and 1833.
 The 1850 census shows Pickett and his wife Sarah Bridges living in Georgetown. Benjamin Jr. is shown as a Georgetown resident in 1838 when he married Irene P. Harriman of Georgetown. By 1850 he was working as an expressman in the town, and the couple had had two children—Frank Roswell Pickett, born in 1842, and Abba Hastings Pickett, born in 1844. Strangely, the 1870 Essex County directory shows him as an occupant of Maple Street, though the 1872 map does not identify the street by name and shows no buildings on it. 
In August 1863 the Picketts’ son George, who was working with his father in the express business when he enlisted in Company K of the Massachusetts 50th Regiment in August 1862, died of “war fever” while in the service. The 1880 census shows Benjamin F. and Irene Pickett in a household with their daughter Abbie, who had married New Hampshire native Roswell B. Wilson in 1866; whether she was then widowed or separated is not known. No death record has been found for Benjamin F. Pickett, though he had died by 1900 when his widow Irene was living in the house with only a domestic servant. She had deeded the 15 Maple Street property to her daughter Abbie Wilson three years earlier with the proviso that Abbie provide for her for the rest of her life.
  Irene Harriman Pickett died in February 1905, and in 1906 Abbie Wilson sold 15 Maple Street to Osborne P. Perley, a farmer who lived most of his life in Rowley and Ipswich. He appears to have rented the house until he sold it, in April 1920, to the ice dealer and expressman Wallace Edgar Adams.
 
Born in Rowley in 1877, Wallace Adams was a son of Lyman H. and Sarah Ellen Walker Adams, who were both born in or near Wilton, Maine; Lyman Adams was a younger brother of livery owner Jophanus Adams (1842-1913), who lived for many years at 5 Elm Street in Georgetown. Jewett P. Adams, the father of Jophanus and Lyman, died in Georgetown in 1889.
 In 1896 Wallace E. Adams married Rosetta Merrill of Rowley, and the couple lived in Groveland in 1900. By 1910 the census shows them on Middle Street in Georgetown with their three children Robert Byron (born 1896), Lauretta (born 1898), and Lyman Eugene (born 1900). Wallace Adams had begun his working life as a shoemaker, but by 1910 he was a teamster for a box factory and by 1920 an ice dealer. In 1920 he was renting 7 Maple Street with three other families and living there with his wife, three adult children, his wife’s father Hiram E. Merrill and a brother. By 1930 the census shows the family at 15 Maple Street. By then Wallace Adams was an expressman, his son Lyman Eugene worked in a restaurant, and his father-in-law, then seventy-three, was a shoe shop heel shaver. By 1940 only Adams, his wife, and a granddaughter lived at 15 Maple Street. 
In May 1947, after the death of her husband, Rosetta Merrill. Adams sold 15 Maple Street o Weldon M. and Constance A. Ray.
 Born in 1913 in Salisbury to immigrants from Nova Scotia, Weldon Marshall Ray sold heating supplies in Newburyport between 1920 and 1940, and in 1941 he married Constance Alice Harriman of Georgetown, the daughter of Fred H. and Grace Prescott Harriman. Weldon Ray died of an aneurism in February 1965, at the age of fifty. His widow remarried A. Lawrence Tripp, and in 1995 she sold 15 Maple Street to current owners James R. Stoetzel and Susan M. Madigan.
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Individually eligible             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Eligible only in a historic district
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contributing to a potential historic district          FORMCHECKBOX 
  Potential historic district
Criteria:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A        FORMCHECKBOX 
    B        FORMCHECKBOX 
    C     FORMCHECKBOX 
    D

Criteria Considerations:       FORMCHECKBOX 
   A      FORMCHECKBOX 
    B      FORMCHECKBOX 
   C     FORMCHECKBOX 
   D      FORMCHECKBOX 
    E      FORMCHECKBOX 
    F       FORMCHECKBOX 
    G

                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson_________________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.
The Benjamin F. & Irene H. Pickett House is an intact example of late-19th-century domestic architecture in the Italianate style center.  Built ca. 1870, it is retains its historic integrity to a level unusual in the village.  The building is a contributing component of the village district.     

� Amos J. Tenney, administrator estate Eliphalet Chaplin, Rowley, intestate, to Benjamin S. Pickett, 9 April  1826, 274:187; Nathaniel Nelson to Benjamin S. Pickett, 18 October 1833, SED 274:188.


� Irene H. Pickett to Abbie H. Wilson, 8 September 1897, SED 1524:566.


� Abbie H. Wilson to Osborne P. Perley, 29 May 1906, SED 1826:259; Osborne P. Perley, Ipswich, to Wallace E. Adams, 24 April 1920, SED 2449:19.


� On the Adamses in Georgetown, see Andrew N. Adams, A Genealogical History of Robert Adams of Newbury, Massachusetts, and His Descendants, 1635-1900 (Rutland, VT: by the author, 1900), 175-76, and George Thomas Little, comp., Genealogical and Family History of the State of Maine (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1909), 4:1944-45.


� Rosetta M. Adams, widow of Wallace E. Adams, to Weldon M. and Constance A. Ray,  26 May 1947, SED 3527:557.


� Constance A. Tripp, fka Constance A. Ray, to James R. Stoetzel and Susan M. Madigan, husband and wife, 15 Maple Street, 24 March 1995, SED 12962:19
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