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	Town/City:  
Georgetown

	Place: (neighborhood or village): 


Village Center



	Address: 
11 Middle Street

	Historic Name:  
Louis R. & Ella Merrill House

	Uses:
Present: single-family residence


	Original: 
residence and shop

	Date of Construction:  
ca. 1910

	Source:       historic maps

	Style/Form:   
Gothic Revival

	Architect/Builder:  
unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  
brick & concrete

	Wall/Trim:  
wood clapboards

	Roof:  
asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  


None

	Major Alterations (with dates):  


First story windows altered


	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:  
0.06 acre

	Setting:   This house is sited on a short street in a mixed residential and commercial area on a lot with few trees.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  


If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:    

The story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling is located on the west side of Middle Street south of West Main Street.  It is situated at the front of a long narrow lot that was subdivided from its neighbor to the south (13 Middle St.); it has a small yard in the rear and no outbuildings.  The plan of the small house is one room wide and two rooms deep.  The steep front gable roof with deep overhangs is associated with the Gothic Revival style.  The front façade contains an entrance and window irregularly-spaced on the first story and paired windows in the attic; the irregularity suggests that alterations have been made.  The entrance is sheltered by a cantilevered hood with a pitched roof that also is consistent with the Gothic taste.  An enclosed porch is appended to the rear.
The small wood frame dwelling built ca. 1910 at 11 Middle Street is essentially intact in its historic form and design and contributes to a historic district in the town center.  Its historical associations with the local shoe industry and tradesmen well-known in the community contribute to its significance.
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE    
Middle Street, a short lane running between Clark Street on the south and West Main Street on the north, is shown on the 1856 map of Georgetown, but the building occupying what is now 11 Middle Street does not appear on any maps before the 1949 Sanborn fire insurance map. Sanborn maps of 1893 and 1906 show an11 Middle Street, but at some point after 1906 the house number on this short street was altered; what is now 21 Middle Street was then 11 Middle Street, and the house occupying the 11 Middle Street site had not yet been built.

In 1863 the lot on which this house stands was part of a larger lot (two-tenths of an acre, or 34 rods) that had belonged to shoe manufacturer Joseph Little at his death in 1861.  Born in neighboring West Newbury in 1784, Joseph Little was the tenth and youngest child of farmer and shoemaker Joseph Little Sr. and his wife Mary Johnson. With his older brother Benjamin, born in1780, Joseph Little came to what was then New Rowley in 1810 and began manufacturing shoes at the head of Elm Street. According to an account written by the brothers’ niece Sarah Anna Emery, Joseph Little began making shoes in a shop on the Major Paul Nelson farm with Lewis Hatch, and Benjamin Little later joined them there and hired the shop and farm from Nelson. The Little brothers also operated a store in conjunction with their shoe shop, and at some unspecified point they moved both the shoe shop and the store to the “Corner,” or town center. The brothers are said to have been the first to make shoes “on a large scale” in Georgetown.
 Neither man married. Benjamin Little died in 1850 at the age of sixty-five, and from at least 1850 to 1860, Joseph was living with the merchant Moses Carter and his family. Joseph died on 29 December 1861. His death record states the cause of death as “congestion of brain,” and the 1860 census classified him as “insane.”
 
Joseph Little died intestate, and in October 1863 his many heirs at law, all nieces and nephews, sold this thirty-four-square-rod part of his real estate, with a house (probably 9 Middle) and other buildings on it, to Little’s nephew Samuel Little for five hundred dollars.
 Son of Joseph Little’s older brother William, Samuel Little had begun manufacturing shoes in Georgetown in 1831. His shop became Little & Noyes when he took on Hiram N. Noyes as a partner in 1832 or 1833. Historian Henry Mighill Nelson stated that Little set up “trade with Pittsburgh, and, as the population spread westward, with points beyond Western Pennsylvania, and finally, under the firm name of Little & Noyes (Hiram N.), afterwards Little & Moulton, became the leading business house of the town.”
 By 1860 Little and Moulton (with partner Daniel Moulton) was the second-largest of fourteen shoe manufacturers in the town, employing ninety-nine people who the year before made twenty thousand pair of boots and fifty thousand pair of shoes valued at ninety thousand dollars. By 1880 Little and Moulton was Georgetown’s largest and most prosperous boot and shoe factory.
The Little and Moulton factory was on West Main Street between Middle and Central Streets; this 11 Middle Street property was only a short distance away to the southwest. It seems likely that Little used the dwelling to house shoe operatives and the outbuildings for storage. He owned the property until 1881, when he sold it to the widow Clara Reed Jewett, whose husband Samuel, a shoemaker, Civil War veteran, and like her a native of Maine, had died only six months earlier of malaria he had contracted while in the service. Maps indicate that she must have lived at 9 Middle Street until she died in March 1908.
In October 1908 Jewett’s executor sold the 9 and 11 Middle Street property to the house painter John La Bord, born in Quebec in 1861. La Bord immigrated to the United States as a child and was living in Georgetown in 1900, though directories and censuses show him in Groveland in 1908 and 1910. The 1914 Georgetown directory shows La Bord with his painting business at 11 Middle Street and his house on East Main Street, where he still lived in 1920. In September 1919 La Bord sold 9 and 11 Middle Street to the electrician Louis R. Merrill.
 

Born in Georgetown in 1889, Louis Raymond Merrill was the son of Lyman P. and Adella E. Truair Merrill. Also Georgetown native, Lyman was the son of shoemaker Moses Merrill Jr. and was a shoe factory stockfitter and cutter. His mother was born in either Clermont or Waterloo, Iowa; how she came to Georgetown is not known. She worked as a dressmaker, and the family—Lyman, Adella, and their children Alfreda, Louis, and Leslie Pickett—lived on Main Street in 1901. Lyman Merrill died of tetanus in 1905 at the age of forty-four, and by 1910 his widow and children lived on North Street. By 1914 both Louis and Leslie had become electricians, and by 1917 they were living with their mother at 13 Middle Street. Louis Merrill was both an electrical contractor and the manager of Georgetown’s electric light company. Local historian Jane Field stated in 1988 that the town’s municipal light department “began operations in Louis Merrill’s Middle Street home in 1906,” but there is no evidence that Merrill was living at either 13, 11, or 9 Middle—houses various members of the family occupied over the next several decades—in that year.

In 1920 Louis Merrill rented 11 Middle Street to Elizabeth J. McLean and her sister Ida, shoe factory stitchers, and lived next door with his mother and brother at 13 Middle Street. In 1921 he married Ella McDonald, a native of Nova Scotia who had emigrated the year before, and probably afterward moved into 11 Middle Street, where the directory shows him living in 1925. His mother and brother remained at 13 Middle Street, and Louis ran his electrical contracting business from 15 Middle Street.  By 1930 the 11 Middle Street household included the couple’s seven-year-old daughter Doris. By that time Adela Merrill was working as a laundress from her 9 Middle Street home, and Leslie P. Merrill was living at 13 Middle Street with his wife, Haverhill native Alda I. Marshall, whom he married in 1927.
The family again circulated among the three houses.  In 1937 Louis Merrill had deeded 11 Middle Street to his sister-in-law Alda I. Merrill, though by 1940 she and her husband Leslie remained at 13 Middle Street; by then Adella Merrill was living at 11 Middle and Louis and his family at 9 Middle Street. He had by then begun an electrical supply business. By 1947 Alda I. Merrill owned 9, 11, 13, 15 Middle Street as well as several other parcels in town.Louis Merrill died in May 1948, his brother Leslie died in 1959, and when their mother died is not clear. In October 1960 the heirs of Louis R. Merrill divided 9 and 11 Middle into separate lots, and the plan shows Alda I. Merrill occupying 11 Middle Street. She died before early May 1974, when her executor sold the property to James N. and Jean A. Tolman, who then lived on School Street in Georgetown. The property then changed hands three times before current owners Carmela Stornaiuolo and David P. Adams acquired it in July 1999.
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11 Middle Street, view from NE
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11 Middle Street, view from W (School Street)
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                   Statement of Significance by________Neil Larson_________________________________

                            The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The small wood frame dwelling built ca. 1910 at 11 Middle Street is essentially intact in its historic form and design and contributes to a historic district in the town center.  Its historical associations with the local shoe industry and tradesmen well-known in the community contribute to its significance.
� Benjamin F. Arrington, ed., Municipal History of Essex County in Massachusetts (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1922), 253-54; Henry M. Nelson, “Town of Georgetown History,” in History of Essex County, Massachusetts, with Biographical Sketches of Many of Its Pioneers and Prominent Men, ed. D. Hamilton Hurd (Philadelphia: J. W. Lewis and Co., 1888), 845; Sarah Anna Emery, Reminiscences of a Nonagenarian (Newburyport: William H. Huse, 1879): 87.


� Emery, Reminiscences, 89, stated that her uncle Joseph Little ““from childhood had been addicted to absent fits of introspection, at these times he also had a habit of picking his nails. I have seen him stand ten minutes, wholly oblivious to the outside world, nervously twitching his fingers.”


� John P. Coker et al. to Samuel Little, 29 October 1863, SED 693:167; William N. Cleaveland, attorney for heirs of Joseph Little, to Samuel Little, 29 October 1863, SED 693:167.


� Henry M. Nelson, “Town of Georgetown History,” in D. Hamilton Hurd. History of Essex County, Massachusetts, with Biographical Sketches of Many of Its Pioneers and Prominent Men  (Philadelphia: J. W. Lewis and Co., 1888), 845.


� Samuel Little to Clara R. Jewett, 5 December 1881, SED 1072:55; Marcus C. Pettingell, executor estate Clara R. Jewett, to John LaBord, 6 October 1908, SED 1939:368; John LaBord, Georgetown, to Louis R. Merrill, 24 September 1919, SED 2426:186.


� Jane Field, A Brief History of Georgetown Massachusetts 1838-1963 (Georgetown: Georgetown Historical Commission, 1988), 39.


� Louis R. Merrill to Alda I. Merrill, 20 May 1937, SED 3111:365; Leslie P. and Alda I. Merrill to Shirley M. Fareta, 3 November 1947, SED 3577:198; Shirley M. Fareta to Leslie P. and Alda I. Merrill, 3 November 1947, SED 3577:200; Velma C. Morse, executrix will of Alda I. Merrill, to James N. and Jean A. Tolman, 3 May 1974, SED 6063:561; Edward J. and Raylene M. Stewart, Elliot, ME, to Carmela Stornaiuolo and David P. Adam, 11 Middle, 23 July 1999, SED 15856:368. See “Plan of Land in Georgetown, Mass. As Surveyed for Louis R. Merrill Heirs,” 5 October 1960, SEP 4827:500.
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