
ZBA Business Minutes of 4/21/2020 

Georgetown Zoning Board of Appeals 
Memorial Town Hall  One Library Street  Georgetown, MA  01833 

              Business Minutes 
April 21, 2020 

 

6:00 PM Broadcast on Georgetown Cable TV via BlueJeans 

 
 

Board Members remotely Present:  Jeff Moore, Chairman, regular member   

 Shawn Deane, regular member  

Paul Shilhan, regular member -absent 

 Dave Kapnis, regular member  

Gina Thibeault, regular member   

Sharon Freeman, associate member  

 

Patty Pitari –Administrative Assistant – Remotely present 

 

 

Chairman Jeff Moore called the business meeting to order at 6:00pm and stated The Board of Appeals 

will conduct this meeting according to rules laid out in Chapter 40A of the General Laws of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Roberts Rules of Order and its own particular set of rules, entitled 

Rules of Procedure.  This remote meeting is being broadcast on Georgetown Cable TV (GCTV) via 

Verizon Channel 42 and Comcast Channel 9. 

 
Chairman Jeff Moore stated: 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting 

Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the 

number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Town of Georgetown Board of 

Selectmen will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information 

and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right 

and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Georgetown website, at 

www.georgetownma.gov. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch the meeting may 

do so in the following manner: Channel 42 Verizon or Channel 9 Comcast, or on the town website at 

http://gctv.georgetownma.gov/. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but 

every effort will be made to ensure that meeting the public can adequately access the proceedings in real 

time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post 

on the Georgetown website an audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 

proceedings as soon as possible after the State of Emergency is terminated. 

 

New Business  

 
A.  Approve Minutes of 3/10/2020   
Motion – SF moved to approve the Business Minutes of 3/10/20, seconded by SD, no discussion; Roll 

call vote: SF – yes, SD – yes, JM – yes.  Motion Carried 3-0.  

GT & DK were absent on 3/10/20 and PS is absent tonight. 

 

Motion – SF moved to approve the Hearing Minutes of 3/10/20, seconded by SD, no discussion; Roll call 

vote: SD- yes, SF – yes, JM – yes.  Motion carried 3-0.        

GT & DK were absent on 3/10/20 and PS is absent tonight.   

 
See next Page 
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B. Open Meeting Law Complaint Response Letter 

 
J. Moore stated we received from Town Counsel, this response to an open meeting law complaint the 

Town received on March 9, 2020.   Patty stated she had March 6, 2020.  Jeff stated he will make a note to 

check on that. Chairman Moore stated he did review this and made some comments to Town Counsel on 

items that involved the ZBA; most of this did not involve the ZBA, so they wanted us to review it for 

reasonable accuracy as it related to the ZBA.  Jeff asked if the Board had any questions after reviewing.   

Board had no questions.   

 

J. Moore stated he will make note of the dates of 3/6/20 and 3/9/20, also G. Mello did not file a variance 

with the ZBA as it states, it was a special permit, he state he made that comment to Counsel but didn’t 

hear back,  so he will add these comments when he responds.  J. Moore asked for a motion. 

 

Motion by Gina Thibeault to approve the open meeting law complaint response from Town Counsel; 

there was no discussion. Roll call vote:  GT – Yes, SF – Yes, DK- Yes, SD - Yes and JM – Yes. Motion 

carried 5-0. 

 
Acts of 2020 Ch. 53 – All hearings to be Tolled  

 
J. Moore stated we did cancel the May 5, 2020 meeting/hearing date including any hearings under the 

Governor’s order, the Chairman is allowed to cancel meeting/hearing dates, we only had a continuation, 

for both G. Mello’s so the next hearing date is June 2, 2020.  So the continuations will be automatically 

tolled until the State of Emergency is lifted.  We can meet remotely on 6/2/20 for any other business. 

 

Chairman Moore Cancelled both Mello Continue dates under the Acts of 2020 Chapter 53. 

 

 

Motion – SD moved and GT seconded to close the business meeting of 4/21/20 at 6:13pm by 

roll call vote,  GT – yes, DK – yes, SF – yes, SD – yes, JM – Yes. Motion carried 5-0. 

 
   

Respectfully Submitted 

Patty Pitari 

Administrative Assistant    Date Approved   8/4/2020 Business Meeting 

 

  

 


