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 1 

Committee: Planning Board 2 

Date:   November 13, 2019. 3 

Time:    7:00 pm. 4 

Location: Georgetown Town Hall, 3rd floor conference room. 5 

 6 

Members present:  Harry LaCortiglia, Joanne Laut, Tillie Evangelista, Bob Watts, Bruce Fried. 7 

Staff present:  John Cashell, Town Planner. 8 

Minutes transcribed by A. Thibault.  Note: Video recordings of all Georgetown Planning Board 9 

meetings may be found at www.georgetownma.gov and by choosing the Community TV option. 10 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:02 by H. LaCortiglia. 11 

 12 

 13 

Minutes: 14 

B. Watts:  Motion to approve the draft minutes for October 9, 2019 subject to amendment. 15 

J. Laut:  Second. 16 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 17 

 18 

 19 

Correspondence: 20 

H. LaCortiglia:  I will accept a motion to consider the correspondence as read. 21 

 22 

B. Watts: So moved. 23 

J. Laut:  Second. 24 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 25 

 26 

 27 

Public Hearing: 51 West Main Street. 28 

H. LaCortiglia:  I will accept a motion to reopen the continuation of the public hearing for 51 West 29 

Main Street. 30 

 31 

T. Evangelista: So moved. 32 

B. Watts:  Second. 33 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 34 

 35 

John Colontini, Applicant. 36 

Nancy McCann, Attorney for Applicant. 37 

Thad Barry – Engineer for Applicant. 38 

John Dugar – Project Architect. 39 

Larry Graham- Technical Review Agent for Georgetown. 40 

 41 

N. McCann:  The last time we were here we had a great meeting.  We had not yet received Mr. 42 

Graham’s responses in time, but we are all caught up now.  Report #4, we would like to go through 43 

and respond to the comments.  We do have written responses as well. 44 

 45 

 46 

http://www.georgetownma.gov/
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L. Graham: November 4, 2019 is the fourth review.  47 

 48 

{Planning Board, Town Planner, Town Engineer, Applicants representatives discuss: drawings compatibility and what 49 

is approved; elevation of basement floors; footing drains relative to high groundwater; sump pumps; 79.2 water table; very 50 

close infiltration system; snow removal covered in association documents; trash and recycle services; dumpster area; one 51 

egress lane is sufficient as opposed to two per Larry Graham; parking spaces on easterly side; handicap parking; 52 

handicap ramp; parking space size; remove parking space and slide remaining spaces to the north.}  53 

 54 

 55 

N. McCann: These responses tonight will be included on a revised set of plans.  They are not currently 56 

included. 57 

 58 

{Planning Board, Town Planner, Town Engineer, Applicants representatives and residents discuss: wider adjacent 59 

walk- increase to 6 ft.; lighting and photometric plan; curbing on residential and commercial; residential cobblestones; 60 

landscape plan; tree buffer; 18 in rear; 6 and 1 on W. Main Street total of 25 spaces; 21 residential spaces; fencing; 61 

plantings; landing/entrance; rear emergency exit; closing off curb cuts; drainage and grading; soil testing; stormwater 62 

issues; septic systems; 63 

 64 

H. LaCortiglia: We will need to see a photometric plan. That is standard practice. 65 

 66 

H. LaCortiglia: I will accept a motion to accept an extension of time Form H to March 31, 2019. 67 

B. Watts:  So moved. 68 

T. Evangelista:  Second. 69 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 70 

 71 

T. Evangelista: Motion to continue the hearing to January 8, 2020. 72 

B. Watts: Second. 73 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 74 

 75 

J. Cashell: Landscape issues, photometrics will be discussed. A draft decision could be presented at 76 

that meeting. Also, soil testing needs to be completed. 77 

 78 

{5 minutes recess} 79 

 80 

 81 

Public Hearing: 4 Carleton Drive. 82 

Jason Mello:  Applicant. 83 

Nancy McCann:  Attorney for the Applicant. 84 

Scott Cameron: Project Engineer. 85 

Rebecca Brown:  Traffic Impact Study. 86 

 87 

Note:  video did not pick up opening of this hearing. 88 

 89 

Jason Mello provides history of his company and community services they have provided to the 90 

Town. 91 

 92 

H. LaCortiglia:  Letter of support from the Selectmen has been sent to the Planning Board. 93 

 94 
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N. McCann: G. Mello operates the 201 E. Main Street facility.  The existing transfer station does not 95 

meet current regulations.  We started going down the path involving Conservation Commission in 96 

order to bring that facility up to the regulations.  It became clear that perhaps a new location would be 97 

better than retrofitting the old site.  This new site is about 14.5 acres, commercially zoned, 98 

immediately adjacent to Route 95.  This will be a new construction state of the art transfer facility.  We 99 

will be able to design a far better facility at the new location. We have received Zoning Board of 100 

Appeals approval as a Special Permit for use.   101 

 102 

A transfer station takes in residential, commercial, and construction waste, trash, and debris.  It is 103 

loaded onto the site and processed and loaded to the final destination of landfill.  No materials remain 104 

on site for longer than 72 hours. 105 

 106 

There is no hazardous material accepted at this facility.  There is 30-foot-wide access driveway.  A well 107 

designed residential drop off area is separate from the commercial area.  The drop off and removal is 108 

all done inside an enclosed building as required by Mass DEP. 109 

 110 

{Planning Board, Town Planner, and Applicant’s representatives and residents discuss: traffic study and issues; 111 

operating hours; increased tonnage; number of vehicles per day; noise concern.} 112 

 113 

H. LaCortiglia: I am looking for a motion for a peer review for this project. 114 

B. Watts:  So moved. 115 

J. Laut:  Second. 116 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 117 

 118 

 119 

J. Cashell: We would need to consider whether this is a major development or something less than 120 

that. 121 

 122 

N. McCann: The building inspector’s opinion is that this project does not meet the qualifications for a 123 

major development. 124 

 125 

J. Cashell:  The dynamic of this proposal is that the present facility is well into Route 133 and does 126 

impact the flow of traffic.  It is amazing that it works as well as it does.  It is along that tight section of 127 

133, and well within the interior of the community.  This better site is abutting the highway and will 128 

get all of the trucks out of the local neighborhood.  All of the truck traffic will not come through 129 

town. 130 

 131 

H. LaCortiglia: I will accept a motion to continue the public hearing to January 8, 2020. 132 

B. Watts:  So moved. 133 

J. Laut:  Second. 134 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 135 

 136 

 137 

ANR:  8 & 10 Pine Grove Ave. 138 

 139 

J. Cashell: This is another ANR, this will be our third one for Pine Grove Ave.  The parent lot, is a 140 

newly created ANR as of last spring. The lot labeled 12-B does meet the minimum frontage and 141 
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minimum lot size requirements.  Pine Grove Ave is a town-maintained road, it is not paved.  The legal 142 

issue is that there are exiting houses and the town has issued building permits.  143 

 144 

T. Evangelista: Are there any hydrants or drainage on this street? 145 

 146 

Kevin Cuniff: We just paid $50,000 to put water on that street. 147 

 148 

H. LaCortiglia: We need to act upon this tonight.  The “owner” of this parcel did not sign the 149 

application. 150 

 151 

T. Evangelista: Motion that we deny the ANR Plan of Lot Map 60, Parcels 12 and 12B, 8 and 152 

10 Pine Grove Avenue. 153 

B. Fried: Second. 154 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 155 

 156 

 157 

Planning Office: 158 

 159 

1. TINC: 68 Tenney Street: 160 

 161 

J. Cashell: This applicant is here to discuss curbing around the parking area, the plans are showing 162 

sloped curbing.  This was not discussed as part of our review.  They would like to replace the sloped 163 

granite with Cape Cod berm.  It is $62,000.00 less expensive.  They do agree that the $36,000.00 worth 164 

of trees. 165 

 166 

L. Graham: Cape Cod berm is fairly gradual, it is not that much more expensive to do a type B berm, 167 

and it is a lot meatier.  I would recommend the type B.  They are both asphalts. There should be no 168 

net effect or difference to the stormwater. 169 

 170 

B. Watts: I move that this proposed change of slope granite curbing is an insignificant change 171 

to the plan. 172 

J. Laut: Second. 173 

Motion carries 4-1; motion carries. 174 

 175 

2. Little’s Hill Subdivision: 176 

 177 

J. Cashell: There are several outstanding issues.  Steve P. has talked with the owners and they do not 178 

appear to have a problem with using the remaining funds to close out these items.  We are holding 179 

approximately $40,000.00.   180 

 181 

 182 

3. New Case Law: 183 

 184 

H. LaCortiglia: This concerns ANR case law.  I would like a summary from KP. 185 

 186 

{Planning Board agrees.} 187 

 188 

 189 
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 190 

4. East Main Street Recreational Park Update: 191 

 192 

H. LaCortiglia: Park and Rec awarded the bid to the low bidder.  We are waiting for signatures on the 193 

contract. 194 

 195 

5. Capital Improvement Appointment: 196 

 197 

B. Watts: Motion to appoint Harry LaCortiglia to CIP with date of expiration dated 6-30-22. 198 

J. Laut: Second. 199 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 200 

 201 

 202 

Motion to adjourn: B. Watts. 203 

B. Fried: Second. 204 

Motion carries 5-0; unanimous. 205 

 206 

 207 

 208 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35pm. 209 

 210 

 211 

 212 

 213 


