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 1 

Committee: Planning Board 2 

Date:   May 8, 2019. 3 

Time:    7:00 pm. 4 

Location: Georgetown Town Hall, 3rd floor conference room. 5 

 6 

Members present:  Harry LaCortiglia, Bob Watts, Joanne Laut, Tillie Evangelista.  7 

Members absent:  Rob Hoover. 8 

Staff present:  John Cashell, Town Planner. 9 

Minutes transcribed by A. Thibault.  Note: Video recordings of all Georgetown Planning Board 10 

meetings may be found at www.georgetownma.gov and by choosing the Community TV option. 11 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:03 by T. Evangelista. 12 

 13 

Minutes: 14 

H. LaCortiglia:  Motion to accept the draft minutes for the April 24, 2019 Planning Board 15 

meeting as written or amended. 16 

B. Watts:  Second. 17 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 18 

 19 

Correspondence: 20 

H. LaCortiglia:  Motion to consider the correspondence as read. 21 

B. Watts:  Second. 22 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 23 

 24 

Public Hearing:  51 West Main Street. 25 

H. LaCortiglia:  Motion to accept the Site Plan review application for 51 W. Main; Map 11A, 26 

Lot 32. 27 

J. Laut:  Second.  28 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 29 

 30 

H. LaCortiglia: Motion to open the Public Hearing for 51 West Main Street, Map 11A, Lot 32; 31 

with the understanding that the Board will not be taking any information this evening. 32 

J. Laut:  Second.  33 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 34 

 35 

J. Cashell:  Reads Public Hearing Notice into the record. 36 

 37 

H. LaCortiglia:  I make a motion to continue the Public Hearing for 51 W. Main Street Map 38 

11A, Lot 32; to May 22, 2019.  39 

J. Laut:  Second. 40 

Motion carries 3-0; 1 absent, 1 abstain. 41 

 42 

B. Watts:  May I assume that this documentation will remain unchanged between now and the 22nd? 43 

 44 

Nancy McCann (Attorney for the Applicant):  Yes, that is correct.  45 

 46 

http://www.georgetownma.gov/
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Public Hearing:   Erosion and Stormwater Control Regulations. 47 

H. LaCortiglia: Motion to open the Public Hearing for Erosion and Stormwater Control 48 

Regulations. 49 

J. Laut:  Second.  50 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 51 

 52 

J. Cashell:  Reads Public Hearing Notice into the record. 53 

 54 

T. Evangelista:  Thank you to George Comisky, our unsung hero who came to the plate and made a 55 

significant contribution to this effort as part of the Committee. 56 

 57 

George Comisky; 45 Old Jacobs Road:   I am a member of the Parker River Clean Water Association 58 

and I have been on several Boards and Committees in the past. 59 

 60 

Bruce Fried, 13 Lakeridge Drive: I am Vice President of Mass Coalition of Lakes and Ponds. 61 

 62 

T. Evangelista: This Erosion and Stormwater Control is a General Bylaw, Chapter 57.  It has been on 63 

the books since 1993.  During that time, there have not been any regulations which is required.  64 

Conservation was the responsible party.  Three years ago the Planning Board had a change on the 65 

town floor to give us the authority. 66 

 67 

J. Cashell:  The only thing that is really different is that you had asked me to come up with an adequate 68 

and just fee.  I rationalized that on the basis of an earth removal fee.  Subdivisions, site plans and special 69 

permits have a lot more administrative review as opposed to this type of permit which is closer to 70 

disturbing soils.  The consultant review fees still apply.  So any engineering consultation or attorney fees 71 

would be paid for by the application, as are all other applications that we deal with. 72 

 73 

H. LaCortiglia:  It is important for people to realize that under subdivisions, under permits for site plan 74 

review, under special permits, that this type of a review is done; and so those permits have larger fees that 75 

absorb this amount of work.  This fee seems fair to me. I am not 100% certain that the fee actually does 76 

cover the amount of work, there is a lot to it.  Maybe we should look at that. I believe that every June we 77 

are supposed to look at our fee structure.  78 

 79 

J. Cashell: I would think that we may want to do that as an effort with the Planning Board this year, and 80 

compare what other towns are charging.   I have been told that this spring is the best time to view and 81 

document your wetlands. 82 

 83 

T. Evangelista: I was thinking about that. We didn’t put a time on that. 84 

 85 

J. Cashell:  Conservation and Board of Health does take into consideration the seasonal fluctuations. 86 

 87 

 88 

H. LaCortiglia: Motion with the adoption of any of the proposed Erosion and Stormwater Control 89 

Regulations that the Planning Board adopt a fee of $500.00 for a major review and $250.00 for a 90 

minor application fee review.  91 
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J. Laut:  Second. 92 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 93 

 94 

G. Comisky:  Mostly, if there is a subdivision regulation you will be covered anyhow.  This effort was 95 

more to capture projects that were outside your jurisdiction.  The Stormwater bylaw was created when 96 

EPA came down with its MS4 requirements.   The town fulfilled its EPA requirement by coming up with 97 

a Stormwater bylaw there were no regulations to enforce it or for permitting.  For permitting I have seen 98 

over the years that there might be some disturbance that doesn’t get covered and it is forcing stormwater 99 

off the site into our roadways and into our catch basins and there are no regulations.  I think that was the 100 

main purpose. 101 

 102 

The other thing that is important is that were still permitting projects based on the old TP 40 numbers 103 

were based on 1962 rainfall frequencies.  We know that Climate Change has greatly increased rainfall 104 

events. So the regulations now will adopt the Cornell Atlas Numbers that are updated yearly by their 105 

rainfall gauges.  106 

 107 

Any Applicants have to be made aware that they are now designing stormwater systems to meet current 108 

rainfall frequency events; and that is an important aspect.  109 

 110 

And, hopefully this will lead to, since this only captures a small window, that we can make the Cornell 111 

numbers part of the Subdivisions Regulations, Site Plan Review and Special Permitting and Conservation 112 

Commission Wetland Regulation. We have to get this unified.   113 

 114 

I think this is a start.  Hopefully we can help prevent what is going on in Iowa that we are seeing now, 115 

where all the flooding is occurring.  I think we are still at a good point where have a lot of protected land 116 

and isolated wetlands that are not inundating us like what we are seeing out in the Midwest. 117 

 118 

B. Watts: I think it is important that it isn’t just Iowa. This is all over the country. 119 

 120 

{Planning Board and Town Planner discuss fees; Mass Stormwater Handbook; how to update the subdivision regulations; 121 

Cornell numbers for stormwater calculations; peer review of project; how to update subdivision regulations; operations and 122 

maintenance plan and reports; enforcement; 1970’s Clean Waters Act to present; TSS removal rates; low impact 123 

development; fines;  124 

 125 

H. LaCortiglia:  George, without your help we would not be here tonight.  Thank you. Bruce, thank you 126 

Bruce, we appreciate your participation. 127 

 128 

H. LaCortiglia: I move to close the Public Hearing for Erosion and Stormwater Control 129 

Regulations. 130 

J. Laut:  Second. 131 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 132 

 133 
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J. Laut: I move to adopt the proposed Erosion and Stormwater Control Regulation as written and 134 

as amended and have the subject regulations in their entirely included in the meeting minutes; 135 

further said regulations and their associated fees shall become effective upon the expiration of the 136 

appeal period thereof. 137 

H. LaCortiglia:  Second. 138 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 139 

 140 

Planning Office: 141 

{Planning Board and Town Planner discuss results of Town Meeting; marijuana districts; upcoming project overview} 142 

 143 

Member or Public Concern:   144 

B. Watts:  Motion to adjourn. 145 

H. LaCortiglia:  Second. 146 

Motion carries 4-0; 1 absent. 147 

 148 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 149 

 150 

 151 

 152 

 153 

 154 

Note:  See Erosion and Stormwater Control Regulations Attachement 155 

 156 

 157 


