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FANNIN' LEHNER PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS 

INTRODUCTION - UNION CEMETERY 

Located east of the center, the well-maintained Union Cemetery successfully 
combines three eras of cemetery development in a relatively compact space. 
These are the ancient area of slates, the later section of curving roads 
reflecting the landscape architecture of the "rural cemetery" movement and 
the more modern rectilinear cemetery layout. While there has been some 
intrusion of newer memorials into the older areas, overall the impression 
received by a visitor is that of a nicely integrated site with some large trees, a 
minimum of roads and impressive gravestones and monuments. 

The rolling topography of the center section of the site lends itself well to the 
Victorian era marble and granite monuments with some handsome curbs. 

The 1732 Union Cemetery contains a wealth of artistic gravestones and 
monuments within its borders. Noted gravestone carvers have created many 
of the slate headstones and a number of the large marble monuments are of 
significance. The slate gravestones represent a variety of carving styles, 
demonstrating the changes in iconography over the years that slate was the 
preferred stone for memorializing the dead. 

The history of Georgetown can be found on the gravestones and monuments 
in Union Cemetery. Names of those people and families who influenced the 
fortunes of the area are here along with those who played a small part in the 
development of the town. Throughout the area one finds streets named for 
those who now rest in the cemetery and often the inscription identifies the 
importance of the individual buried there. 

The gravestones and monuments are in fair to good condition with 
approximately 374 in need of conservation. The areas, which have the 
greatest concentration of at-risk gravestones and monuments, are Section 1 
and Section II, 1755-1844. The most prevalent problems found in the 
cemetery are: tilted, fallen, broken, loose on pins, delaminated, severe 
biological growth, out of base and out of locatioll. Some monuments and 
gravestones are slightly tilted. These do not need conservation at thrstllne 
but should be monitored. 
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SUMMARY & PHASES OF UNION CEMETERY RESTORATION PROJECTS 

RECOMMENDED BY FANNIN – LEHNER PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS  

 
      

1. Summary Table of Recommended Cemetery Restoration Phases 

 

      Cemetery Section Name                  No of Stones                    

     Per Condition Assessment            and/or Monuments       

    Charts under Section 2 Tab            needing restoration     

      of this Report                         in this Cemetery  

                                               SECTION                      

SECTION  I - 1732-mid 1800s                    86    

SECTION  II - 1755-1884                      208    

SECTION  II - Addendum, 1783-1885             76    

SECTION  II - 1898 Addition                       4  

                         Total For All SECTIONS      374 

 
 

2. Phasing of Project The volume of work is such that a phased project is a preferred 

approach to completion of all the conservation required. A number of towns in the 

Commonwealth have adopted a continuing program of conservation with a limited 

project accomplished each year. Refer to Report Section 2 for a "List of High 

Priority Stones Recommended for Initial Conservation."  

 

3. Need For Permit From MHC It is important to note that before any restoration 

phase project can be started, a burial ground conservation permit must be obtained 

from the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC). 
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