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GeorgetownCARES Coalition Committee
(formerly the Substance Abuse Advisory Panel)
Meeting Minutes – Thursday, May 23, 2019
10:30-11:30 noon – The Perley School
In attendance: Superintendent Carol Jacobs; Chair Pam Lundquist, Beth Blazonis, Pastor Brent Fugate.
Meeting called to order at 10:30 A.M.

CORRESPONDENCE – The committee approved the Meeting Minutes for 3/21/2019.
Re: Discussion of Future Priorities & Goals for FY2020 – We began this brainstorming discussion with the intent of continuing it into future meetings. Ideas included: 

· 14 Fly Sense Devices

· Continue to build 40 Developmental Assets with Youth Community Ctr programming.

· A Hidden in Plain Sight II event

· A Police or Fire Youth Action League

· Police or Fire training programs

· Marijuana Impairment Measurement Goggles https://www.boston25news.com/news/could-these-goggles-detect-people-driving-under-the-influence-of-cannabis-/947683724 

· A Parent Speaker Series – with topics/speakers requested by parents – potential topics could include anxiety, sex education, how to listen/talk with teens, social media use & safety, supporting Special Ed students, and more.

· A potential educational/resource initiative regarding Narcan.

· Youth Rec Center Programming, with goals in keeping with our mission of community substance abuse prevention.

· A GeorgetownKind campaign, including Kindness rocks. 

· Project Safety Net http://www.tritowncouncil.org/programs/hotline-247/ 

· https://www.cambridgema.gov/cpd/communityresources/safetynetcollaborative 

· Beth Blazonis and Pastor Brent also suggested keeping a strategic focus on cyber/internet safety. It was mentioned that between 2009 and 2017, rates of depression among kids ages 14 to 17 increased by more than 60%, and that among young people, rates of suicidal thoughts, plans and attempts all increased significantly, and in some cases more than doubled, between 2008 and 2017. http://time.com/5550803/depression-suicide-rates-youth/ . The increases have been linked to “the growth of smartphones and digital media like social media, texting and gaming.” 
All members were invited to continue seeking out possible projects of high value to the town and in line with GeorgetownCARES mission. 

Re: New Business

· GeorgetownCares CC Steering Committee Meeting Calendar 2019-2020

· Sept 19th, 2019

· Oct. 17th, 2019

· Nov. 21st, 2019

· Dec. 19th, 2019

· Jan. 23rd, 2020 (4th Thurs.)

· Feb. 27th, 2020 (4th Thurs.)

· Mar. 19th, 2020

· Apr. 16th, 2020

· May 21st, 2020

· June 18th, 2020

· BOS Presentation for August 19th or 26th
· Beth Blazonis has offered to become a new Steering Committee Member! We will proposed her appointment to the Board of Selectman by June 4th. 

Re: Other – We discussed changing the Steering Committee Meeting time for 2019-2020 to 4:00pm-5:30pm. 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Steering Committee Meetings, Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am – The Perley School
May 23rd, 2019; June 13th, 2019.
ADJOURNMENT    - Meeting Adjourned at 11:30pm.
Respectfully Submitted, Pam Lundquist

Mission Statement

The GeorgetownCARES Coalition Committee (GCCC) is a community health and safety initiative seeking to encourage Georgetown citizens of all ages to make safe, healthy and responsible decisions about substance-use. Our mission is to promote substance abuse prevention strategies, education and resources aimed at making Georgetown the healthiest community it can be.      http://www.wickedlocal.com/news/20170327/business-blooming-at-georgetown-medical-marijuana-dispensary 
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