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PART I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMEN?

TITLE VIY CITIES, TOWNE AND DISTR%CTS

CHAPTER 40 POWERS AND DUT%ES OF CITiES AND TOWNS

Sectlon 42A Coliecnoa of rates and chargas for supp%ymg of water lien for daimquent charges

Section 42A, if the rates and charges due to a city, town or water district, which accepts this
section and sections forty-two B to forty-two F, inclusive, by vote of its city council or of the
voters in town or district meeting and, by its clerk, files a certificate of such acceptance in the
proper registry of deeds, for supplying or providing for water or renderi'ng service or furnishing
materials in connection therewith to or for any real estate at the request of the owner or
tenant are not paid on or before their due date as established by local regulations, ordinances
or by-laws, which due dates shall be so established as to require payments at least as often
as semi-annually, such rates and charges, togsther with interest thereon and costs relative
thereto, shall be a lien upon such real estate as provided in section forty-two B. The register
of deeds shall record such certificate of acceptance in a book to be kept for the purpose,
which shall be kept in an accessible location in the registry. Sections forty-two B to forty-two
F, inclusive, shall also apply to a water district which has accepted sections forty-two A to
forty-two F, inclusive, and whose clerk has so filed the certificate of acceptance. Wherever in
said sections the words “board or officer in charge of the water department” or their
equivalent appear, they shall also mean and include the officers exercising similar duties in
any city, town or district. A fire district authorized to supply water shall, for the purposes of
sections forty-two A to forty-two F, inclusive, be deemed to be a water district.
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PART I ADMSN?STRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

TITLE \flI CIT!ES TOWNS AND DISTRICTS

CHAPTER 40 POWERS AND DUT!ES OF CiTIES AND TOWNS

Sectmn 428 Effecilve date of %len termmatmn enforcement

Section 42B. Such lien shall take effect by operation of law on the day immediately following
the due date of such rate or charge, and, unless dissolved by payment or abatement, shall
continue until such rate or charge has been added to or commitied as a tax under section
forty-two C, and thereafter, unless so dissolved, shall continue as provided in section thirty-
seven of chapier sixty; provided, however, that if any such rate or charge is not added to or
committed as a tax under section forty-two C for the next fiscal year commencing after the
inception of the lien under this section, then said lien shall terminate on October first of the
third year following the year in which such charge becomes due.

Notwithstanding such lien any such overdue rate or charge may be collected through any
legal means, including the shuiting off of water, which may be deemed advisable; provided,
that after the termination of such a lien, no city, town or water district shall attempt to enforce,
by shutting off the water, collection of such rate or charge from any person, not liable
therefor, who has succeeded to the title or interest of the person incurring such rate or
charge. All such rates and charges excluded by court decree under section seventy-six B of
chapter sixty shall, to the extent that they were properly chargeable to the person owning, or
to the tenant occupying, the premises for which such rates and charges were incurred, be
recoverable from such person or tenant, as the case may be, in an action of contract or
otherwise. If at the time of the entry of suich decree such person or tenant is still the owner or
tenant of the premises, whether through redemption or otherwise, such rates and charges to
the extent that they were properly chargeable to him, may be enforced in any other manner
provided or available for collection and enforcement of water rates and charges.
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PART I ADMENISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

TITLE ViI CITlES TOWNS AND D|8TRECTS

CRAPTER 40 POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITIES AND TOWNS

: Sectmn 43¢ Unpald charges; report to tax coilector

Section 42C. If a rate or charge for which a lien is in effect under section forty-iwo B has not
been added to or committed as a tax and remains unpaid when the assessors are preparing
a real estate tax list and warrant to be commitied by them under section fifty-three of chapter
fifty-nine, the board or officer in charge of the water department, or the town collector of
taxes, if applicable under section thirty-eight A of chapter forty-one, shall certify such rate or
charge to the assessors, who shall forthwith add such rate or charge to the tax on the
property to which it relates and commit it with their warrant to the collector of taxes as a part
of such tax. If the property to which such rate or charge relates is tax exempt, such rate or
charge shall be committed as the tax.
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PART I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

¢ TITLE VII CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS

CHAPTER 40 POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITIES AND TOWNS

Section 420 Unpaid charges; collection as part of property tax

Section 42D. Except as otherwise provided, the provisions of chapters fifty-nine and sixty
shall apply, so far as pertinent, to all rates and charges certified to the assessors under
section forty-two C. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, upon commitment as a
tax or part of a tax under section forty-two C, all such rates and charges shall be subject to
the provisions of law relative to interest on the taxes of which they become, or, if the property
were not tax exempt would become, a part; and the collector of taxes shall have the same
powers and be subject to the same duties with respect to such rates and charges as in the
case of annual taxes upon real estate, and the provisions of law relative o the collection of
such annual taxes, the sale or taking of land for the non-payment thereof and the redemption
of land so sold or taken shall, except as otherwise provided, apply to such rates and charges.
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PART 1 ADMINISTRATEON OF THE GOVERNMEN?

TITLE VII CITIES, TOWNS AND DiSTRiCTS

: CHA?TER 40 POWERS AN[} {)UTIES OF CITIES AND TOWNS

Sect:on 42E Abatements appea!s

Section 42E. An owner of real estate aggrieved by a charge imposed thereon under sections
forty-two A to forty-two F, inclusive, in addition to such remedy as he may have under section
ten of chapter one hundred and sixiy-five, may apply for an abatement thereof by filing a
petition with the board or officer having control of the water department within the time
allowed by law for filing an application for abatement of the tax of which such charge is, or, if
the property were not tax exempt, would have been, a part, and if such board or officer finds
that such charge is more than is properly due, a reasonable abatement shall be made; and
except as otherwise provided herein, the provisions of chapter fifty-nine relative to the
abatement of taxes by assessors shall apply, so far as applicable, to abatements hereunder.
If such petition is denied in whole or in part, the petitioner may appeal to the appellate tax
board upon the same terms and conditions as a person aggrieved by the refusal of the
assessors of a city or town 1o abate a tax.
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PART 3: ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

TITLﬁ V!I CIT?ES TOWNS AND DES?R?CTS

CHAPTER 40 POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITIES AND "{OWNS

Saction 42F Recovery of delinquent charges from tenants

Section 42F. An owner of real estate who, in order fo prevent the imposition of a lien thereon
or to discharge the same, has paid charges for water furnished te a tenant or other person
who was bound to pay the same, may recover from such tenant or other person in an action
of contract the amount of the charges so paid with all incidental costs and expenses.
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